Oak Park Village Board Resolution Against a War in Iraq

Whereas, the cost to the nation, including the Village of Oak Park, is estimated to be as high as $1.9 Trillion dollars over the next ten years, depleting our reserves and resulting in potentially massive spending cuts for education, health care, prescription drug programs, housing and infrastructure including roads and highways and CDBG grants, and other services desperately in need of repair or reform; and
Whereas the citizens of Oak Park have demonstrated their rejection of a war in Iraq through numerous public actions including marches, rallies, signature ads in newspapers, petitions and other means; and

Whereas the Village of Oak Park has always been at the forefront of local, regional and national opinion on significant social and political issues; and

Whereas at least 26 other cities across the country including Detroit, San Francisco and Seattle have already adopted a resolution such as this; and

Whereas a broad consensus among religious leaders in this country, including a unanimous opinion of the Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago and a public statement by the National Council of Churches has condemned any unilateral and unprovoked attack on Iraq by the United States; and

Whereas the costs of such a war in human lives, both among Iraqi civilians and military and the United States military will be debilitating to our community in both human and economic terms; and

Whereas the United States has received almost no support for a unilateral attack and only highly conditioned support for military action by the United Nations; and

Whereas the Bush Administration continues to support such military action in face of the above dissent from local citizens, religious leaders, international allies, and the United Nations; and

Whereas the intolerance and violence toward Muslim, Arabic and Middle Eastern peoples underlying this policy undermines the fundamental values of the Village of Oak Park, and the attacks on civil liberties resulting from these policies stand in opposition to those same Oak Park values;

Therefore be it resolved that the governing body of the Village of Oak Park, the Board of Trustees, publicly expresses its opposition to the Bush administration’s agenda of aggression abroad including war against Iraq and infringement of fundamental civil liberties at home, and urges the Bush administration to reverse its course and instead pursue a policy aimed at reducing conflict, finding common ground, and respecting the human rights, political rights, and legal rights of peoples around the world.
